Host genetics and the outcome of hepatitis B viral infection.
Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) infection can result in numerous different clinical outcomes. A complex combination of environment, and viral and host genetic factors play a critical role in determining both susceptibility to HBV persistence and the course of infection. Evidence is presented that suggests that host genetic factors play an important role in determining the outcome of HBV infection. This data from various groups demonstrates that multiple genes play a role in determining hepatitis B viral clearance or persistence. However, to identify all the relevant variants that affect the outcome of infection, alternative strategies such as genome-wide association studies with large sample sizes will be required to define the majority of the relevant polygenes.